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provided pursuant to the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969, the Na-
tional Forest Management Act, and the
implementing regulations and proce-
dures in 40 CFR parts 1500-1508 and 36
CFR parts 216 and 219, Forest Service
Manual Chapters 1920 and 1950, and
Forest Service Handbooks 1909.12 and
1909.15.

§215.2 Definitions.

For the purpose of this part—

Appeal is the written document filed
with an Appeal Deciding Officer by one
who objects to a decision covered by
this part.

Appeal Deciding Officer is the Forest
Service line officer having the dele-
gated authority and responsibile to
render a decision on an appeal filed
under this part.

Appeal Period is the 45 calendar-day
period during which an appeal may be
filed with the Appeal Deciding Officer.

Appeal Record is the information as-
sembled and/or created during the
course of an appeal and upon which re-
view of an appeal is conducted. It con-
sists of the decision documentation,
the appeal, the Responsible Official’s
documentation of the informal disposi-
tion meeting, the public notice of deci-
sion document, and written comments
submitted by interested parties.

Appeal Reviewing Officer is an agency
official who reviews an appeal and
makes a written recommendation to
the Appeal Deciding Officer on the dis-
position of the appeal.

Appellant is a person or organization
filing an appeal under this part.

Categorical Exclusion refers to a cat-
egory of actions which do not individ-
ually or cumulatively have a signifi-
cant effect on the human environment
and for which neither an environ-
mental impact statement (EIS) nor an
environmental assessment (EA) is re-
quired (40 CFR 1508.4; Forest Service
Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30).

Comment Period is the 30 calendar day
period, following publication of the no-
tice for public comment, available to
interested persons to provide com-
ments to a Responsible Official on a
proposed action subject to this part.

Decision Document is the document
that records the decisions for actions
implementing land and resource man-
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agement plans. (See also, Record of De-
cision, Decision Notice, and Decision
Memo.)

Decision documentation refers to the
decision document and all relevant en-
vironmental and other analysis docu-
mentation and records on which the
Responsible Official based a decision
that is at issue under an appeal filed
pursuant to this part. Decision docu-
mentation may include, but is not lim-
ited to, a project or case file, Record of
Decision, Decision Notice, Decision
Memo, environmental assessment,
finding of no significant impact, draft
and final environmental impact state-
ment, land and resource management
plan, regional guide, and documents in-
corporated by reference in any of the
preceding documents.

Decision Memo is a concise written
record of a Responsible Official’s deci-
sion to implement actions that have
been categorically excluded from docu-
mentation in an environmental impact
statement or environmental assess-
ment (40 CFR 1508.4, Forest Service
Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 30).

Decision Notice is a concise written
record of a Responsible Official’s deci-
sion based on an environmental assess-
ment and a finding of no significant
impact. (40 CFR 1508.9, Forest Service
Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 40).

Environmental Assessment is a concise
public document that provides suffi-
cient evidence and analysis for deter-
mining whether to prepare an environ-
mental impact statement or a finding
of no significant impact (40 CFR 1508.9;
Forest Service Handbook (FSH),
1909.15, Chapter 40).

Environmental Impact Statement is a
detailed written statement as required
by section 102(2)(C) of the National En-
vironmental Policy Act of 1969 (40 CFR
1508.11; F'SH 1909.15, Chapter 20).

Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) is a document prepared by a
federal agency presenting the reasons
why an action, not otherwise excluded,
will not have a significant effect on the
human environment and for which an
environmental impact statement,
therefore, will not be prepared. It in-
cludes the environmental assessment
or a summary of it and shall note any



Forest Service, USDA

other environmental documents re-
lated to it (40 CFR 1508.13; Forest Serv-
ice Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 40).

Forest Service line officer is a Forest
Service official who serves in a direct
line of command from the Chief and
who has the delegated authority to
make and execute decisions subject to
this part. Specifically, for the purposes
of this part, a Forest Service employee
who holds one of the following offices
and titles: District Ranger, Deputy
Forest Supervisor, Forest Supervisor,
Deputy Regional Forester, Regional
Forester, Associate Deputy Chief, Dep-
uty Chief, Associate Chief of the Forest
Service, or an employee delegated the
authority to act in one of these capac-
ities.

Interested Party is a person or organi-
zation other than the appellant that
provides written information to the
Appeal Reviewing Officer regarding an
appeal.

Proposed action is a proposal made by
the Forest Service to authorize, rec-
ommend, or implement an action on
National Forest System lands to meet
a specific purpose and need which is
subject to the notice and comment pro-
visions of this part.

Proposed Timber Harvest Categorically
Ezxcluded from Documentation under For-
est Service Handbook 1909.12, section 31.2,
paragraph 4 is timber harvest which re-
moves 250,000 board feet or less of mer-
chantable wood products, or salvage
which removes 1,000,000 board feet or
less of merchantable wood products;
which requires one mile or less of low
standard road construction (Service
level D. FSH 7709.56); and assures re-
generation of harvested or salvaged
areas, where required; which normally
are categorically excluded from docu-
mentation in an environmental assess-
ment or environmental impact state-
ment; and for which a project or case
file and decision memo are required
(Forest Service Handbook 1909.12, sec.
31.2, para. 4).

Record of Decision is a document
signed by a Responsible Official record-
ing a decision that was preceded by
preparation of an environmental im-
pact statement (40 CFR 1505.2; Forest
Service Handbook 1909.15, Chapter 20).

Responsibile Official is the Forest
Service line officer who has the author-
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ity and responsibility to make deci-
sions on proposed actions subject to
notice, comment and appeal under this
part.

§215.3 Proposed actions subject to no-
tice and comment.

The notice and comment procedures
of §215.5 apply only to the following ac-
tions:

(a) Proposed actions implementing
national forest land and resource man-
agement plans (36 CFR 219.11) for which
an environmental assessment is pre-
pared.

(b) Proposed timber harvest as de-
scribed in Paragraph 4, section 31.2 of
Forest Service Handbook 1905.15 for
which a project or case file and Deci-
sion Memo are required.

(c) Nonsignificant amendments (36
CFR part 219) to land and resource
management plans that are included as
part of a decision on a proposed action
as specified in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.

(d) Proposed actions on those Na-
tional Forests which do not yet have
approved land and resource manage-
ment plans prepared pursuant to 36
CFR part 219 as follows:

(1) Proposed actions for which an en-
vironmental assessment is prepared; or

(2) Proposed timber harvest as de-
scribed in Paragraph 4, section 31.2 of
Forest Service Handbook 1905.15 for
which a project or case file and Deci-
sion Memo are required.

(e) Proposed forestry research activi-
ties to be conducted on National Forest
Systems lands for which an environ-
mental assessment has been prepared.

§215.4 Actions not subject to notice
and comment.

The following proposed actions are
not subject to notice and comment pro-
cedures of §215.5

(a) Actions described in a draft envi-
ronmental impact statement, for which
notice and comment procedures are
governed by 40 CFR parts 1500-1508;

(b) Actions categorically excluded
from documentation in an environ-
mental impact statement or environ-
mental assessment pursuant to 7 CFR
1b.3 or FSH 1909.15, sections 31.1 and
31.2, except timber harvest actions as
specified in §215.3(b) and (d)(2);
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